The Struggle for Reform                          251
most of the wealthier and more Influential elements had now
gone over to the Government side. The middle classes, or
rather the Whig aristocracy governing on their behalf, had
freedom to rule Great Britain in full accordance with the
requirements of advancing Capitalism. There were, indeed,
struggles still to come between the new voters and the old,
between the middle classes and the landed aristocracy which
had admitted them to a share in power. It took fourteen more
years to repeal the Corn Laws, and nearly thirty to complete
the free trade system. But for the moment the tide was with
the middle classes; and they set to work promptly upon the rest
of their immediate programme.